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One of the most cherished
images at Christmas is Baby Jesus
lying in a manger surrounded by
Joseph, Mary, the three wise men,
little lambs, camels and donkeys.
My husband, daughter and I
recently visited the live nativity
presented by the Lake Hills
Baptist Church. We were trans-
ported in a magic time machine
by our guide who took us back to
Bethlehem. We visited a series of
rooms that led to the birth of
Jesus. The people in the
scenes were dressed
authentically and inter-
acted with the tour
group. We were asked to
buy fish, pay taxes and
become part of the vil-
lage. It felt real. I would
call it a reality show
from Bethlehem.

During this time of
the year Nativity scenes flourish
in homes, churches and even some
businesses. This is one of the most
recognizable themes in all of art
history. For centuries both the
known and unknown artists have
painted and sculpted this event.  

One of the most significant
painters of religious Madonnas
was Sanzio Raphael This great
Italian painter (1483-1520) was
famous for his beautiful religious
paintings. While he was not con-

sidered the most creative, he was
considered more influential than
Leonardo da Vinci and
Michelangelo
Buonarroti. After his
death, his work was used
as  a model for artists.

Raphael’s “The
Sistine Madonna” was a
commissioned piece for
a church. The Madonna
stands on a cloud carry-
ing a baby looking

straight at the viewer.
Curtains at the top of the
painting seem to imply
there is a stage or window
separating the Madonna
and Child from its viewers.
At the bottom of the paint-
ing is a small ledge.
Perched on this ledge are
two small angels with eyes

rolled to one side. 
They appear to be in a trance

looking above at the beautiful
mother and child. One has his
arms crossed in front and the
other has his chin perched on his
palm in deep reflection. These
angels are beautiful, adorable,
chubby, cute and inspiring.

This small portion of this
painting is probably one of the
most often used images at
Christmas. It’s seen on Christmas
cards, wrapping papers, material,

album covers, advertisements,
posters, coasters, handbags, mag-
nets, ties, notebooks, sketchbooks,

etc.
Another well-known

Madonna painting by
Raphael is “Madonna della
Sedia.” Painted in 1514
this oil on panel is a circu-
lar shape. In this painting,
the Madonna is a young
mother dressed in period
clothing cuddling a child

tightly in her arms. The mother
and child are part of our world.
She’s sitting in a chair with one
leg raised to brace the child. The
mother’s eyes look directly at the
viewer while the child’s eyes
shyly look at the stranger. An
accompanying child
watches the reaction of
the mother and child. A
faint gold halo sur-
rounds the mother and
child. 

Our gallery has sev-
eral Madonna and Child
images. They are por-
trayed differently as
they are painted in dif-
ferent centuries. One oil
painted after Annibale
Carracci has similar qualities to
Raphael. It has the classic beauty
of Raphael, but with Carracci’s
own interpretation of Baby Jesus.

The baby is not angelic; it almost
looks like a man in the face.

In the late 1800s a
Canadian Monk started
an Illuminated
Manuscript illustrating
many religious events
in the Catholic religion.
One of the events
depicted was the advent
of Christmas titled “The
Nativity of Our Lord, or
the Birth Day of
CHRIST, commonly

called Christmas Day.” This beau-
tiful and elaborately decorated
page of devotion has Baby Jesus
resting on a pillow with his hand

extended to the Madonna. The
color is bril-
liant; the land-
scape is a pas-
toral setting; the
feeling is mag-
nificent inspira-
tion. The gold
leaf decoration
throughout the
border and on the Holy Family
appears to have been applied
today. These Illuminated
Manuscripts are not on display at
the gallery but are available for
viewing with a scheduled appoint-
ment.

For the past 20 years, the U.S.

Post Office has issued a Christmas
stamp featuring a
famous Madonna
painting. “Madonna
and Child” by the
famous Italian Monk
Lorenzo Monaco was
issued in October
2004. He painted
Illuminated

Manuscripts, choir books and
miniatures. Select a piece of art
for your holiday greetings. 

Contact Sam at The Steeple
Gallery at (219) 365-1014 or at
samowner@sbcglobal.net.

Congratulations to Paul
Mish for committing WPM  to
putting in curbs in Cedar Lake
on the west side of Morse
Street around the new Harbor
condos and on the east side
around Holiday Liquors. WPM
also is making a $10,000 dona-
tion to the town for engineer-
ing design to correct the
drainage problems on the cor-
ner of Morse and 133rd.

... Hip, hip hurrah! Lowell
Clerk-Treasurer Judy Walters
has a new granddaughter. 

Claire Marilyn Benton
was born Nov. 10 and came in
at 7 pounds, 8 ounces. Claire
joins her proud big brother,
Carter, keeping her parents,

Heather and Todd, busy. 
Claire received her middle

name to honor her great-grand-
mother Marilyn Hamm, who
died four years ago.

... Read it here first. It is no
longer a maybe. Mayor Dan
Klein is bringing the White Sox
World Championship trophy to
Crown Point. Date, time, and
place to be announced.

... Flaming main-course
meals and desserts are a hit at
most restaurants. Most are
truly not difficult. They just

require sensible planning, care
and safety. Anything with an
open flame does. 

... Todd Kleven bought his
bride, Tracie, a toy yorkie for
a wedding present.

They named the 1 1/2-
pound puppy Harley. Why?
The fur colors match Todd’s
fat-boy Harley motorcycle.
That’s a big name for a tiny
dog. 

... Bill Condron, R-4th,
introduced a request to direct
Crown Point Clerk-Treasurer
Patti Olson to direct all interest
earned by the funds in the retired
employees non reverting insur-
ance account into that fund.
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Valparaiso
2912 N. Calumet

Across from County Seat Plaza

464-2571

Portage
6279 US Hwy. 6

Across from Portage High School

762-2571

Merrillville  
7890 Broadway

2-1/2 blocks N. of Hwy. 30

756-2571 

Schererville
US 30 & US 41

Just N. of Walmart

865-2571
Open Sunday 11am - 3pm

TIS’ THE SEASON
SWITCH YOUR NUMBER TO

with $50 Mail-in rebate, 
with 2-year service 

agreement and media 
package of $4.99 or higher
required. Ultra thin camera

phone Bluetooth® enhanced.
(while supplies last)
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package of $4.99.

Built-in speakerphone.

$999
per line per month after first 2 lines for $69.99. Additional charges apply. See below**
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WITH FAMILYTALK®

FREE
NOKIA 3120$7999

NEW MOTO BLACK RAZR

FREE
SAMSUNG X497

ILWI5-01564
Cingular also imposes monthly a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge of up to $1.25 to help defray costs incurred in complying with State and Federal telecom regulation; a gross receipts surcharge; and State and Federal Universal Service charges. These are not taxes or government-required charges. Limited-time offer. Other conditions and restrictions apply. See contract and rate plan brochure for details. Up to
$36 activation fee applies per line. Phone price and availability may vary by market. Early Termination Fee: None if cancelled in first 30 days; thereafter, $240 prorated over term. Some agents impose additional fees. Billing: Usage rounded up to the next full minute or kilobyte, at the end of each call or data session, for billing purposes.  Coverage is not available in all areas. FamilyTalk: $9.99 FamilyTalk lines
available with plans starting at $69.99. All lines on account share primary lineís allowances. Maximum of 3 additional lines and all lines must be on the same billing account. Rebate Card: Samsung X497 Price before rebate card is $29.99. Nokia 3120 Price before rebate card is $29.99 Moto Black RAZR Price before rebate card is $129.99†Allow 10ñ12 weeks for rebate card. Rebate card not available at all loca-
tions. Must be customer for 30 consecutive days. Must be postmarked by 1/31/06. Cingular Nation: Cingular reserves the right to terminate your service if less than 50% of your usage over three consecutive billing cycles is on Cingular-owned systems. Customer must (1) use phone programmed with Cingular Wirelessí preferred roaming database; (2) have a mailing address and live in the area in which subscrip-
tion is made. Rollover Minutes:  Unused Anytime Minutes expire after the 12th billing period.† Night and Weekend and Mobile to Mobile Minutes do not roll over.  Unlimited nationwide mobile to mobile available with plans starting at $39.99 with one year agreement. MEdia Basic Package: Overage rates of $0.10 per text/instant message, $0.25 per Multimedia Message (MMS), and $0.02 per kilobyte for Wireless
Internet apply. Text/Instant messaging: Premium text messages are charged at their stated rates. International text messages not included. MMS: MMS messages below 1 KB will be charged as text messages. Text, instant, and MMS messages are charged when sent or received, whether read or unread or solicited or unsolicited. Nokia, Nokia Connecting People, and the Nokia 3120 series phone are trademarks
or registered trademarks of Nokia Corporation. ©2005 Nokia. MOTOROLA and the Stylized M Logo are registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. ©2005 Cingular Wireless All rights reserved.
GoPhone:  Service is not available at all times or in all areas. Pick Your Plan service requires automatic payments with a qualified credit card, debit card, or checking account. Service is available only with a positive account balance. Usage rounded up to the next full minute or kilobyte. Account payments are not returnable or transferable. State and Federal Universal Service charges, taxes and other fees apply.
Service subject to Terms of Service and other printed materials.  Mobile to Mobile:  Available with select plans.  Rollover Balance: Pick Your Plan balance rolls over as long as automatic payment is made before the expiration date.  Pay As You Go balance rolls over if payment is made prior to account balance expiration.  Balance rolls over for 12 months.  Night & Weekend and Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes: Nights
are 9pm - 6am. Weekends are 9pm Friday - 6am Monday. Mobile-to-Mobile minutes may be used for calls to or from any Cingular subscriber within the calling area.  Night and Weekend minutes and Mobile-to-Mobile minutes do not carry over and are available only if there is a positive account balance
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